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DISCIPLINA:DIVERSITATE ETNOCULTURALĂ, IDENTITATE ȘI CULTURĂ
POPULARĂ

After carefully reading the following excerpt, answer the
following questions:

“Print-capitalism gave a new fixity to language, which in the long run
helped to build that image of antiquity so central to the subjective idea
of the nation. As Febvre and Martin remind us, the printed book kept a
permanent form, capable of virtually infinite reproduction, temporally
and spatially. It was no longer subject to the individualizing and
‘unconsciously modernizing’ habits of monastic scribes. Thus, while
twelfth-century French differed markedly from that written by Villon in
the fifteenth, the rate of change slowed decisively in the sixteenth.
By the 17th century languages in Europe had generally assumed their
modern forms. To put it another way, for three centuries now these
stabilized print-languages have been gathering a darkening varnish; the
words of our seventeenth-century forebears are accessible to us in a way
that to Villon his twelfth-century ancestors were not.” (Benedict
Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism)

1.How did the standardization of language through print culture
contribute to the development of a shared cultural identity among
people who had never met each other?
2.In what ways did printed texts help create a sense of connection to
a nation’s cultural past and why might this perceived continuity be
important for national identity?
3.How might cultural traditions, stories, values and beliefs have been
preserved or transformed by the shift from handwritten manuscripts to
mass-produced printed books?


